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look upon expansion as a Southern heresy. Carl
Schurz a little later argued that we had already
taken in all those regions the climate of which
would allow healthy self-government and that
we should annex no tropics. Hamilton Fish, then
Secretary of State, wrote in 1873 that popular
sentiment was, for the time being, against all ex-
pansion. In fact, among the people of the United
States the idea was developing that expansion was
contrary to their national policy, and their indis-
position to expand became almost a passion. They
rejected Santo Domingo and the Danish Islands
and would not press any negotiations for Canada.

What saved the Alaska Treaty from a similar dis-
approval was not any conviction that Alaska was
worth seven million dollars, although Sumner con-
vinced those who took the trouble to read, that the
financial bargain was not a bad one. The chief
factor in the purchase of Alaska was almost pure
sentiment. Throughout American history there has
been a powerful tradition of friendliness between
Russia and the United States, yet surely no two
political systems have been in the past more dia-
metrically opposed. The chief ground for friend-
ship has doubtless been the great intervening dis
tance which has reduced intercourse to a minimum.